
APPENDIX 5 

“The general public visiting the park both 
over the weekend and the following weeks 
have commented about how beautiful the 
park looked with all the decorations” 
Nick Andrews 
Treasurer 

Littleborough Arts Festival 

Recipient: Littleborough Arts Festival 

Project: Woollen Woods 2017 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £500 

Littleborough Arts Festival group aims to advance the appreciation, education and 
involvement in the arts in Littleborough for the public benefit, in particular but not exclusively, 
by the provision of an arts festival, workshops and public concerts.  The annual arts festival 
provides opportunities for local artists to experience how exhibiting at an exhibition operates 
and promotes creativity in the local community with a photographic competition, music 
concert, poetry evening and a wide range of arts and crafts workshops. 

Voluntary Arts Week Festival every May aims to promote wonderful creative activity, and to 
give it a moment in the spotlight.  Littleborough Arts Festival group on Saturday 13 May and 
Sunday 14 May 2017 participated in the Woollen Woods initiative, a fun way to bring craft 
and nature together, engaging communities with their local area, both as participants and 
visitors as they invite people to get creative with nature and spin a yarn about their local 
green spaces.  Throughout the weekend Hare Hill Park, Littleborough was filled with woollen 
creations of all shapes and sizes.  Visitors wandered around the park and enjoyed spotting 
creatures hiding in the trees and bushes.  Littleborough Arts Festival group worked with the 
Friends of the Park and Hare Hill House to engage schools, nurseries, older residents and 
community groups to create the variety of woolly pieces to decorate the park. 



Littleborough Arts Festival group organised workshops with housing provider Rochdale 
Borough Housing at three local sheltered housing schemes, Hare Hill Court, Olive Standring 
House and Saxon House.  Also a yarn box was left at each of the premises so residents 
could make their own contributions.  Smithy Bridge Primary School and Littleborough 
Community School both decorated their own tree in Hare Hill Park and local nurseries, 
Scamps, Happy Jack’s and First Steps also participated and contributed a range of woollen 
decorations.  The Crafternoon workshop participants at Ebor Studios created a series of 
spider webs that decorated a tree, whilst the Holy Trinity Youth Group made a giant spider 
that decorated the entrance to Hare Hill House.  Students from Hopwood Hall College 
created their own “underwater” display. 

Workshops were also organised by the Friends of Hare Hill House on both the Saturday and 
Sunday enabling people to create a contribution and help decorate the park.  A magnificent 
display was created in the park over the weekend and on the Sunday everyone celebrated 
with local Folk Art Group Oakenhoof providing entertainment including Maypole dancing 
around their crocheted Maypole. 





“The people taking part in this scheme got 
great pleasure and satisfaction in creating 
areas that were good for the public to see 
and also all plants used were wildlife 
friendly” 
Ray Smith 
Chair 

Pennines in Bloom

Recipient: Pennines in Bloom 

Project: Watergrove Improvements 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,256 

Pennines in Bloom aims to promote the development of new and existing facilities in all 
areas of Pennines Township to create and restore the environment.  A voluntary group 
consisting of representatives from across the community are working towards sustainable, 
long term environmental improvements that will benefit the local community and nurture 
understanding, appreciation and respect of our natural landscapes and the build 
environment. 

Watergrove Reservoir is situated north of Wardle with spectacular views across open 
moorland, wetland, woodlands and rough pasture and it offers a wide variety of habitats for 
wildlife and opportunities for the community to enjoy outdoor recreation activities in a breath 
taking location.  Besides the popular activity of walking in the area, fishing, orienteering, mountain 
biking and hang gliding takes place.  The reservoir constructed between 1930 and 1938 is a Site 
of Biological Importance visited by several bird species such as Reed Bunting, Sedge Warbler, 
Common Sandpiper and Curlew.  Also the reservoir has a fantastic variety of insects and plants 
for any nature enthusiast.  Tortoiseshell, Speckled Wood and Red Admiral butterflies are a 
common sight in Summer as well as Emperor dragonflies and Azure damselflies.  Plants that 
thrive include bluebells, yellow iris, March marigolds and fungi such as blusher, peppery bolete 
and earthy powdercap. 

Planting schemes at Watergrove Reservoir facilitated by Pennines in Bloom involved the 
replacement of shrubs/bedding plants in the raised beds within the car park, stone trough 
and near the lagoon.  Lavender Munsteed, Poly Anthus, Flag Iris (yellow) Polyanthus and 
poppy seeds were planted/sown in the raised beds and stone trough.  In the lagoon area to 
create colour all year round cuttings of Cornus Dogwood (red, yellow and purple) and 
varieties of Willow and Alder were planted.  Pennines in Bloom have received an incredibly 
positive response from the general public to the improvements to the area. 



 

“The project overall has definitely had a 
positive effect on the wider community and 
allowed our club to evolve and prosper for 
the good of everyone, not only locally but 
throughout the Rochdale Borough” 
Ken Davies MBE 
Club Chairman 

Milnrow (Ladybarn) Bowling Club

Recipient: Milnrow (Ladybarn) Bowling Club 

Project: Ladybarn Access/Car Park/Bowling Green 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £5,000 

Milnrow (Ladybarn) Bowling Club is a community bowling and social club that aims to provide 
facilities for the local community and their guests to enjoy the game of crown green bowls.  
This social activity is enjoyed by young and old (members aged from 8 to 80 plus) with the 
sport encouraging mutual understanding and respect between the generations.  Crown green 
bowls provides the opportunity for young people to participate in this diversionary activity 
plus it is a socially inclusive sport for older people. 

The club applied for a grant to create a new public entrance for the club with disabled access 
and car parking spaces, and improve the bowling green and surrounds consisting of 
widening gutters and fitting UPVC boarding around the external boundary.  The works have 
enhanced the facilities the club can offer the local community and visiting groups.  The club 
has experienced an increased membership over the past twelve months in addition to 
requests received from groups and individuals to visit the club and use the improved 
facilities. 

“The highlights have been the very excellent finish of the overall work, particularly the 
completed disabled access path.  It has helped build a sound relationship with the 
neighbouring developer and the Pennines Township” 
Ken Davies MBE 

Club Chairman, Milnrow (Ladybarn) Bowling Club 



“The unusual and increasingly rare mill 
roof has been conserved.  The roof has 
been examined and the work carried out 
appears to be first class” 
David Pope 
Secretary 

The Ellenroad Trust 

Recipient: The Ellenroad Trust 
Project: Conservation of Ellenroad Engine House Historic Flat Roofs 
Fund: Capital Fund 
Awarded: £5,000 

The Ellenroad Trust was established in 1985 to ensure the preservation of the Ellenroad 
Engine House and engines.  The Trust arranged the refurbishment of the boiler house and 
the engines and started to run the site as a steam museum.  The Engine House was then 
scheduled as a National Historic Monument and the Trust is the legal guardian of the site.  
The Ellenroad Steam Museum Society was formed as ‘The Friends of Ellenroad’ and is 
tasked by the Trust to carry out the day to day activities on the site.  It maintains the building, 
engines and exhibits and organises the monthly steaming days when the Engine House is 
open to the public.  At the present time it is entirely run by volunteers. 

The Ellenroad Engine House is open to the public on a monthly basis and the main attraction 
is the nationally important engine.  The asphalt on the flat roofs of the Ellenroad Engine 
House required replacement to address the issues of ingress of rain into the building.  The 
roofs are historically significant as they were designed at the turn of the century and the 
demolition of many mills have made this type of roof rare.  Constructed of concrete and 
waterproofed with a layer of asphalt, the roofs were designed to hold a layer of water on top 
to protect the roofs from the damaging effects of sunlight and keep the building cool in spite 
of the heat from the boilers.  The conservation work on the roofs has provided an improved 
and safer environment for the many visitors to the Ellenroad Engine House and engines. 


